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y of 1923 Fulfilled
 Industrial Activity
and Progress.

1

B~
Substantial, Steady Growth/
__ Gives Basis for Brighter l‘
Predictions for 1823.

Leaders In commercial, indus-
‘trinl, Amangial and clvic life of
flock Island who prophesied a con-
peing return L0 pré-war progress
ng the year of 1922, are review-
g the last 12 months with ‘satis-

ﬁ_ctinn and pride,
o Although the monetary [nvest-
‘gents do not loom as large as those
the wer-time expansion and the
‘Srggrams have not béen on ns ex-
ve & scile, men ¢lose in touch
the community find jusBifiable
mais for rejoicing s they review
the period just closed, 2
Building permits showed con-
gniction work costing $1,624,621—
#ve times as great a9 in the pre-
o yeur. A score of new fac-
t g, business blocks and office
&l fsildings, supplemented by steady
pwe-building, supplied this figure,
Public improvements totalled $ 00,-
bank deposits in¢ressed near-
ly §1,000,000; county hjghway im-
F'ptovement p wis given sab-
al start with a $1,000,000 bond
to supplement the state ald
: elubs and orgapizations ex-
mred a year marked by &d-
. ment in thelr varipus under-
Wkings which reflected In a gen-

B
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ple community. o L
 Rockc Island has erjoyed.a sound
jadustrinl development which is of
¢ portent than the jcasunl ob-
matver will zrasp. Established bus-
mesaes have expanded apd reached
‘iato newer and broader flelds; new
soderprises have indicated the es-
Wblishment of an industrial Iife
Hon a wider and therefore more
#ible basis; employmen{ has be-
mwme more settled and with it the
fnancial institutions have [felt a re-
turn of the systemitic saver, who
sventually hecomes an igfuenti@
proe in the civie life. Cdnfidence
fn the future hias been expressed fgv
& seore ~f ways.

Luunch ('ity Plan,

The city planning commission
mubmitted comprehensive recom-
mendations for the improvement

mmd development of the munici-
pallty with suggestions for recla-
mation of river fromt propefty for
park and industrial’ purposes and
fhe establishment of city parks ad-
ficent to munieipal boundaries.
The United States engineers' office
ompleted the LeClaire canal proj-
‘#act, which may truly be conslder-
#d n Rock Island improvement be-
eause it opens this ¢ity to selection
:l water port for river freightdraf-
e

The Burlington road is complet-
iog & $20,000 roundhouse at Thir-
ty-eighth street; the Modern Wood-
men bas finished annex to its pab-
Heation building, practically dda-
i) bling its floor space, and the Royll
@ Nelghbors are being urged to start
work upon an office building and
printing plant upon the site at Six-
teenth strect and Third avenue, se<
cured years ago for this improve-
ment,

Bee Consistent Advanee,

. Most cheering phase of the sitn-
Ation, It is pointed out by realtors,
bankers and contractors, 1ies in the
permanency of the “boom” which
bas been started. It Isn't a “boom”
a5 the word was used a few yeArs
ago—but & normal growth which
Pprésages @ continued Iinvestment
ffl Aong similar lines and gathers a
i conservatlve and stronger impetus
48 each year progresses, Upon this
Presumption, they look ‘forward to

lo exceed in number and

Amount the building activities and

W industrial development of the year

Wil manner through the life of the

-]

Handsome new houSes w
A few examples of the many,
aven§e; No. 2—Dr. H. ‘G. Treat,
R. Rice, 8133 Tweélfth street. No.

2108 Eighteenth avenue.
8—Charles Pfail, 2301

ere erécted in all parts of Rock Isldnd Hist.year and b
attractive homes finished during the year are shown.

No. 3—H. W. Litten,
Seventeenth street; No.

uilders seemed to vie with 8ne another in making it a period notable for charming residences.
No. l—-Ololf Anderson, 25640 Nineteenth avenue, left, Jolin F. Mangelsdorf, 2644 Nineteenth |
2300 Eighteenth avenue. No. 4—Swain Pearson, 1702 Twenty-first street.
7—George Eztel, 1106 Thirteenth avenue.

No. 5—George

DIE BEFORE

ArmO_pnnl-‘i;hth:uOf--
ficials Refuse to Carb
7 Vicious Conditions.

LOONEYISM IS MAIN 1SSUE

}
Lord of the Vice Ring Uses
Scandal Sheet as Weap-
on Over Authorities.

« BY J, M. COLLIGAN,
Managing Editor of The Argus. \
Rock Island during the year just
closing passed through a crisis that
50 has proved the turning point of the
city’s future. Rock Island has been
diverged from a course that was un-
dermining its stability and progress
to one that insures its gecurity and
healthy and contented development.
Rock lsland during the year -was
delivered from a governmeat of
outlawry to & government functiot-
ing in,accordance with the laws that
are written in the statiftes. Rock
Island a year ago today was known
from coast to coast as one of the
wildest and wettest cities in the
United States. It was recorded in
the underworld as a city wlere any
lawless activity could be practiced
providing the promoter made finan-
cial arrangements with the con-
trolling powers. Today the influ-
ences that dominated the govern-
ment of your city a year ago have
been dethroned and Rock Island Is
| probably without an equal among
the cities of its size in the nation
for treedom from general lawless-
ness and public vice.

Doubtless ygu have been curious
to Enow hew the campaign that has
resulted in the suppression of law-
lessness in Rock Isinnd had its be-,
ginning. You may have read a para-
graph that was printed on the edi-
torial page of The Argus on June
5 last. Here is the paragraph:
Third avenue, between Twen-
tieth and Twenty-fourth sireeis,
reminds one of Bucktown days
e in Davenport. The police at

& least ought to Insist en the ap-
plying of the soft pedal.

y You'll have to Wgree, i you re-
i» call conditions as they existed at
that time in the Third avenue dis-
trict, that the paragraph was very
mild and polite, It was intended
d merely as & ‘kindly suggestion to
the Rock Island city administration
that there was developing a candi-
tion on Third avenue and in other
sections of the city that would hav»
to be checked. Innumerable com-
plaints had come to The Argus re-
garding the growing extent and
brazenness of the Rock Island un-
derworld. The Argus appreciated
that Rock Island had always bezn
regarded ad a Ilberal city; that
there was a spirit of tolerance for
minor vices that were understood
to prevail in every community that
has risen sbove the puritanical vil-
lage classification. Phe Argus bad
known Rock Island when it had 96
licegsed saloons that operated seven
days a week. It had known Rock
Island when it tolerated public re- i
sorts of different classifications, but
it never before had experienced the
ispectwle where the underworld
!could snap its fingers at the city
hall and the court house and openly
defy officials sworn to upbold laws
whose enforcement c:uuld‘ have at
any time completely wiped oul
every underworld establishment In
the city of Rock Island.

Duty of a Newspaper.

It is not the province of a newn-
paper to regulate the private mor-
gls of a community, but it is the
duty of a newspaper to defend the

Building Permits $1,624,621
Five Times Figu
Predict Even Brighter Year

re of 1921;

Bullding activities in Rock Is-
creased

several factorfes, all- contribute to!

$2,28874
Detalled
whicll permits were {gsued in 1922,
follows:
New dwellings
Addivion to dwellings:
Remodel dwbIlingS .., caesees

120
13
ki §

...... cepamane

issuing ‘of the bulldisg permits was|

list of bujldings for{

oum'z VALUES
P uo%ooo N
' LAST YEARS

Property values in Rock Island
county have increased nearly $10,-
-000,000 in the last five years and in

| ELIMINATE BIG

HINDRANCE TO
RIVER PROGRAM

pyblic welfare against & condition

-
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RULEHALTS

buoys and day-marks on the Mis-
sissippi river from the head of navi-
gation to the Missourl river, the
Missouri river from Kansas City
to its mouth, the Iilinpis river from
head “of * navigatign to its mouth,
Lake Traverse, St. Croix river and
Inke, and the Minnesota, Gasconade
and Osage rivers. The Rock Island
district is divided into sections,

that Is recognized as harmful to the
common good. The Rock Island
| underworld gofernment had risen
|above the government entrusted
with the protection of the law-abid-
ing citizenship of the community.
The Argus proved the existence of
this startling condition after ap ex-
haustive {investigation conductad
under the direction of this news-
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